Congenital lobar emphysema--a report of 5 cases.
Five infants with congenital lobar emphysema whose main symptoms included dyspnea, cyanosis and recurrent respiratory infections, are presented herein. The most reliable diagnostic tool was plain chest X-ray films with antero-posterior and lateral views, while radio-isotopic investigation of the lung perfusion state took second place in the diagnosis of this disease. The affected lobes were the left upper lobe in four patients and the right middle lobe in one. Lobectomy was performed with good results in 4 patients, however, 1 infant was lost following an emergency thoracotomy.